Pretreatment is the first and the most crucial step for effectively using biomass and for developing new routes to produce biofuels and value-added products. Pretreatment is a process intensive step and, for example, it is the single most expensive processing step in cellulosic ethanol production, making up approximately 20-40 % of the product cost. Although there are many research articles that focus on pretreatment techniques, it was felt by the authors that there was a lack of a comprehensive source where one could turn to understand the many possible methods and their range of application.
